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South Africa’s Waste RDI Roadmap
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• Out of the 143 students 

(undergraduate and postgraduate) 

supported to date, 60% are women

• Reaching across all waste types and 

all research focus areas

• Leadership role in waste STI

Transforming the waste sector through investment in students
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• Started a track-and-trace study to assess if 

we are retaining our graduates in the South 

African waste sector, or whether we lose 

these skilled youngsters to other sectors

• Recently launched a waste internship 

programme to provide workplace experience 

to retain graduates

• Of the 15 students that were financially 

supported and withdrew from their studies, 

73% for women

• Female students face a unique set of 

challenges which directly impact their 

studies, e.g., family responsibility (in addition 

to the broader set of challenges facing South 

Africa’s youth)

Retention of graduates in the waste sector
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Thank you

• Prof Linda Godfrey

Manager: Waste Roadmap IU

Principal Scientist

E-mail: LGodfrey@csir.co.za

• Dr Henry Roman

Director: Environmental Services and 

Technologies

E-mail: Henry.Roman@dst.gov.za

www.wasteroadmap.co.za
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